Lead and cadmium in eggs of colonially nesting waterbirds of different position in the food chain of Greek wetlands of international importance.
Lead and cadmium concentrations were measured in eggs of collonially nesting waterbirds with different position in the food chains of Greek wetlands of international importance. Differences were found between species in the levels of both lead and cadmium in the Evros and Axios Deltas attributable to their different diets. Nevertheless, the concentration in eggs was unrelated to the position of each species studied in its food chain. There was no significant difference in lead levels among four wetlands sampled for the cormorant and in Cd levels among three wetlands sampled for the Mediterranean gull, probably implying species-specific accumulation patterns. A higher lead pollution of the Axios Delta area was only reflected in the eggs of the Mediterranean gull. The very low concentrations of both metals found in the eggs may either suggest low environmental inputs or lack of sensitivity in using eggs as lead and cadmium biomonitors, thus a more sensitive bioindicator still remains to be found.